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It has been an eventful year to say the least! We started the year with Alaska

facing some of our highest violent crime rates in history, by the end of the year we

were all responding to COVID-19 and incredibly significant issues surrounding

social justice. As we continue to learn and grow from the events of this past year, I

encourage everyone to not lose momentum and not lose sight of all the progress

Victims For Justice (VFJ) has made for Alaskans impacted by violence. 

Thanks to amazing partnerships with funders, agencies, and administrations, we

are getting closer to providing quality victim-centered responses for all victims of

violence in Alaska. But… It is important to note, the work is not over. We still have a

ways to go. And while there will be new challenges as a result of the past year, I

look forward to using this as an opportunity to re-examine our systems and make

changes. I invite you to continue to join us on this journey! We will need your help! 

But in the meantime, please look over the following pages and see all that has

been accomplished. We thank you for your support as none of this would have

been possible without your time, energy and support.

                                                                                          In Gratitude,

                     

Angelica Rosales 

Blaze Bell

Brett Watts

Carla Erickson

James Conley

Joerene Hout

Kelsey Hannaman

Lesley Hammer

Lia Patton

Nicholas Degnan

Paula Bradison
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This year we were faced with

unprecedented circumstances given

COVID-19. Yet we, as Alaskans, 

rose to the occasion and provided

un-interrupted services to meet 

the needs of those who have been

experienced a traumatic event.

VFJ is working to increase access to services and equitable systems for victims of

crime in the court system. We build relationships with everyone in a way that

empowers their voice, honors their values, and utilizes their strengths. We commit

to understanding our role in this system.

The Numbers...



             

Anchorage Police Department (APD): All VFJ Victim

Advocates have CJIS clearance and are now equipped to

take referrals from APD! At the start of 2020 VFJ began

attending patrol "fall-outs" and developed "Cop Cards" to

be easily distributed by law enforcement. This partnership is

essential in decreasing the amount of time it takes a victim

to connect to resources. 

District Attorney's Office: Victims For Justice now have an

"embedded advocate in the DA's Office! Advocates recently

held a webinar with all the Paralegals in the state on the

Violent Crimes Compensation Board and the services

Advocates can assist with. We hope this new resource

continues to build a victim-centered safety net for

individuals and families as they progress through the various

systems. 

CRUCIAL PARTNERSHIPS



WORK GROUPS:

This last FY VFJ served families in 25

Alaskan communities. 

One highlight included an invitation to

participate in a Tribal Justice Gathering

organized by the Native Village of Port

Heiden. In this gathering, tribal members,

federal agency employees, lawyers, and,

non-profits had the opportunity to learn

about drafting tribal codes and federal

grants available to support tribal courts. 

The Alaska Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC) makes recommendations to

improve criminal laws and practices, keeping in mind the goals of enhancing

public safety, victim restitution and reducing costs. VFJ participate in ACJC’s

Victims’ Rights and Services Workgroup as well as the ACJC’s Domestic Violence

Workgroup. There have recently been talks about the effectiveness of

embedding Advocates within law enforcement. As VFJ has already developed

partnerships in this area, we are confident we are headed in the right direction.

VFJ recently joined the Anchorage Alliance for Violence Prevention

Leadership Committee and hopes to bring awareness of "other crimes" such as:

arson, assault, DUI, kidnapping, and homicide in the community along with

strengthening the community response to victims' rights and needs.

OUR REACH:



Victim Services Roundtable: 

VFJ hosted a roundtable with the District Attorney’s Office

Victim/ Witness Coordinator Susie Frenzel, Dawn Shewmaker,

U.S Attorney’s Office and Angelica Rosales, Municipality of

Anchorage. 

Tree Ceremony: This year, our event was live-streamed, and

VFJ Staff members and victims of crime tied ribbons on the

"Tree of Life" to honor victims of violent crimes. Over 80

ribbons were tied and an online audience of over 15,000 was

reached.

 “Long Live Leroy” Documentary: The mother of Leroy

Lawrence, Angela Pointer, shares the impact that Leroy’s

homicide has on her life and family. 

Victim Service Awards: This event takes an opportunity to

thank the many amazing people who have supported our

community through victim services and advocacy.

Live Q&A “Victim Services and Support in the Legal

System”: With the participation of Angela, a mother of a

homicide victim, Michelle Evans, Victim Advocate at VFJ and 

 Patrick McKay, Pro-Tem Judge, we had diverse representation

and experiences expressed during the Q&A.

Homicide Memorial Ceremony: Unfortunately, this year we

added 36 names of innocent victims of homicide to the

Memorial. 

EVENTS



AK Dinner Factory, AK Starfish Company, Alaska Axe Co., Alaska Photo booth Company,

Alaska Railroad, Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center, Amanda Tuttle, Amy Haddow,

Anchorage Museum, Anchorage Yoga & Cycle, Appriss Insights, Arctic Chiropractic

Huffman, Art Services North, Betty Ann Wilkinson, Birkbine Photography, Bradley House,

Debbie Fischer, Great Harvest Bread Company, H2Oasis , Hilton, Ina Offret, Jim Kubitz,

Joe Pimenta, Jonathan Sewall, Karl/Julie Elde, Kris Lillemo, Lizbeth Meredith, Lynn Shiner,

Margaret Anderson, Marriott Anchorage Downtown, Martha White, Melvin Jessee,

Natalie Osip, PIP Printing, Portia Babcok, Secret Door, Shuzy Q, Skinny Raven, Snow

City, Suite 100,  Sweet Caribou, The Alaska Club, VIB Cycle, Wild Quartz Wellness, Wild

Scoops, Zip Kombucha

Angelica Rosales, Blaze Bell, Brett Watts,

Christefal Terry, ConocoPhillips,  Donald

Fleming, Lesley Hammer, Rosalia Patton,

Municipality of Anchorage, Stephanie

Aicher, Victoria Shanklin, Zane Shanklin,

Zonta Club of Anchorage

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO..

CHAMPIONS

ADVOCATES

SUPPORTERS

Bear |Moose's| Broken Tooth, George

Walton, Pamela Chenier



 At the beginning of this tragedy we found ourselves in

our darkest moment, wondering if the pain would ever

end. in the midst of this, we were introduced to the

power of love and the magnitude of a simple gesture of

kindness. your support reminded us we were not alone

and there was more light in our world than darkness.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO..

FRIENDS

The Impact...

To those mentioned here and those not

mentioned, such as anonymous donors, your

contributions came in many forms, whether you

“liked” a post on social media, shared it, or made

a donation, you demonstrated the need for

improved services and showed victims that they

do not stand alone. 

-Tuuaga Family, Surviving Family members of homicide victims

Abigail Hanley, Adrianne Christensen, Alaska Center for Spiritual Living, Alexis Smith,

Alisha Mullins, Allison Gordon-Strickland, Amber Jackinsky, Angela Pointer, Anne Fleming,

Barbara Neeson, Breanna Jingco, CamTu Nguyen, Carolyn Clift, Carrie Urena, Catherine

Sullivan, Colin Palmer, Doyon Utilities LLC, Erin Terry, Jane Knight , Jeannette Caswell,

Jennifer Johnson, Jera Stephens, Jocelyn  Miller, Joerene Hout, John Randall, John

Weddleton, Julia Wigren, Karen Weber, Karin Sturdy, Keith Thayer, Kelsey Hannaman,

Kieran Braun, Kristy Grimaldi, Kroger Corporation, Lina Sarrazola, Linda Chamberlain,

Linda Haas, Lisa Fordyce-Blair, Lisa Wurts, Margaret Anderson, Mark Bowers, Mary

Vanhooser, Merissa Pimenta, Michael Anderson, Michael Linn, Nicole Hunter, Paula

Bradison,Raedean Crow, Ralph Samuels, Rhonda Thayer, Richard Jarvis, Rita Hazen,

Roberta Graham, Robia Bishop, Roger Hohl, Saul Garcia, Sean Mirani, Shanelle Fo,

Shelby Williams, Sherry Miller, Stephanie Lupie, Susan Sullivan, Tina Mullins, Tom

Carrell, Tristyn Meath


