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Homicide Memorial Ceremony: July 10
Have you have marked your calendars
for July 10 for our annual Homicide
Memorial Ceremony?

If not, there's still time. You don't want to
miss this one-hour outdoor event that
will be held in person and also
livestreamed to Facebook.

This unique event is an emotionally powerful and healing experience. The ceremony
starts at noon ADT at the homicide memorial at Hostetler Park, located at 3rd
Avenue and L Street in downtown Anchorage. VFJ board member and Anchorage
Police Capt. Sean Case is expected to give the main address after a land
acknowledgment and opening remarks by trial leaders from the Native Village of
Eklutna. Joining him will be Assistant District Attorney Patrick McKay and Rep.
Geran Tarr.

During this event, we honor Alaskans who have been lost to homicide over the last
year. Their names, along with birthdates and dates of death, will have been
engraved and added to the memorial. Their names and those of other homicide
victims will be read aloud during the ceremony.

We thank Alaska USA Federal Credit Union for its generous donation to help us
cover the cost of engraving, flowers, equipment rental, livestreaming, and other
expenses related to the ceremony. Thanks as well to Credit Union 1 for donating
PPE. There is still time to contribute! Contact our office at 907-278-0977 or visit
the website to donate. If you come to the ceremony, please follow public health
guidance. Or watch the livestream on our Facebook page.

Tribal Community Response Plans Adopted
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VFJ Executive Director Victoria Shanklin traveled to
Dillingham and Unalakleet this month as part of the
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons (MMIP)
Working Group.

The group witnessed the historic signing of Alaska's
first MMIP Tribal Community Response Plans, aimed

at finding lasting solutions to the state's MMIP crisis. The plans are a guide for how a
tribal community will build response capacity, collaborate with law enforcement, and
provide other support in the event of an Alaska Native person going missing or being
murdered. Adopting the new plans were Curyung Tribal Council of Dillingham and
Native Village of Unalakleet. Read more.
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Budget Update

Thank you to Gov. Mike Dunleavy and
legislators for understanding that the
massive cut in federal funding that victim
services agencies were facing this spring
would have been absolutely devastating.
Thank you for prioritizing the work VFJ
and others do to serve victims of violent
crime in Alaska.

While VJF still faces a reduction in
funding as of July1, we no longer face
financial disaster. Thank you for
everyone who wrote, called and testified
on our behalf. We still need Congress to
#FIXVOCA. That's the Victims of Crime
Act (VOCA) from which VFJ receives
most of its funding. Read more.

Court System Comes Back Online

Alaska's court system is slowly
returning to pre-pandemic operations
but is facing a massive backlog.

Jury trials and plea agreements are
being scheduled again but the
already backed-up criminal justice
system is facing a major traffic jam.
More in this article from the
Anchorage Daily News.
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What's a Plea Deal?

Plea Deals 101

Most criminal cases in the U.S. result in
plea agreements rather than going to
trial. Also known as plea bargains or plea
deals, these agreements involve prosecutors,
judges, and defendants reaching
a negotiated conclusion to a criminal case.
 
The agreement involves the defendant entering
a guilty or no contest plea in exchange for things
like a reduction in the level of a charge, a
reduced number of charges, or the
recommendation of a lighter sentence.

Read a full version of this post or a condensed
Q&A version.

WE'RE HIRING!

Have you ever considered
becoming a victim advocate? We
have a full-time position with
benefits ready to fill. The position
description is here.

Have great office skills, an easy-
going, team-player personality, and
a desire to help Victims for Justice
to run smoothly and grow? We
have a flexible, part-time opening
for an executive assistant. Details
here.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Father's Day is June 20. What
better way to honor your special
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someone than by shopping for a gift
at smile.amazon.com? By selecting
VFJ as your charitable
organization, AmazonSmile will
donate a portion of the eligible
purchase to VFJ! Sign up for
AmazonSmile here.

This monthly meeting, conducted
by Zoom, is a chance to connect
with others whose lives have been
impacted by homicide. If interested,
contact
​mevans@victimsforjustice.org

Memorial Motorcycle Ride for
CeeCee & Fundraiser

A motorcycle ride and fundraiser for Victims
for Justice will be held in Anchorage on
July 24. It's to honor the memory of Cynthia
"CeeCee" Hoffman, a 19-year-old who lost
her life to homicide in 2019. Thank you to
the Hoffman family for organizing and
holding "CeeCee's Memorial Ride."

Details here.

Give at no extra cost to you...

Link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to VFJ,
scan it every time you shop, and Freds will
donate to VFJ.

Contribute Today!

Victims For Justice

1057 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 101

Anchorage, AK 99503

Contact Us

 ​  ​  ​
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