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AFFECTED BY VIOLENT
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National Crime Victims' Rights Week (NCVRW) will be commemorated in Anchorage
and across the country, April 24-30, 2022. The theme of the week this year is
"Rights, access, equity, for all victims." This theme underscores the importance
of helping crime survivors find justice by enforcing victims' rights, expanding access
to services, and ensuring equity and inclusion for all.

Save the Dates:
Monday, April 25th at 12:00 p.m. help us launch the week with our annual Tree
Ceremony at Hostetler Park in downtown Anchorage

Wednesday, April 27th livestreamed panel discussion about the relationship
between victims/survivors and the media. Stay tuned!
Saturday, April 30th at 6:00 p.m. - The 2022 Victim Service Awards Stay tuned
here and on our social media accounts for upcoming details.

You can purchase tickets or participate in many ways!

NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN!
Has someone made a difference in your life?
Victims for Justice (VFJ) annually recognizes individuals, teams,

https://victimsforjustice.org/
https://victimsforjustice.org/make-a-difference/awareness-efforts/ncvrw/
https://victimsforjustice.org/make-a-difference/awareness-efforts/ncvrw/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2022VFJnominations
https://victimsforjustice.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/NationalCrimeVictimsRightsWeek2022/tabid/1291270/Default.aspx


programs and organizations that demonstrate outstanding service
in supporting victims and victim services in Alaska. Help us show
our appreciation by submitting a nomination for someone who has
made an impact in our state. Deadline is March 31st!

Submit a Nomination
Now!

Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Reauthorization

Senator Murkowski introduced this bipartisan legislation
reauthorizing the VAWA federal grant programs through
2027 and modernizing the almost three-decade-old law.
This legislation will help prevent violence, support
survivors, and hold perpetrators accountable for their
violent actions. It includes key provisions to enhance
tools to prevent domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking while improving access to
essential support services such as healthcare and safe
housing for all victims. Read more here.

The package includes a tribal public safety empowerment pilot program, which is
aimed at addressing the public safety crisis in Alaska Native Villages. It also includes
provisions to combat teen violence (Bree's Law), protect women at risk of lethal
abuse at the hands of convicted domestic violence offenders, improves access to
trauma-informed care for all victims of violence, and expands access to medical
forensic exams for survivors of sexual assault. You can read Alaska Native Women's
Resource Center released a statement regarding VAWA which you can read here.

People First Initiative

In December of last year, Governor Dunleavy launched
the People First Initiative to address public safety
concerns in Alaska. Five major topics were identified and
more recently, committees have been formed to provide
recommendations surrounding these issues:

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons
Human/Sex Trafficking
Foster Care
Homelessness

In addition to the committees, the state will be investing in a database management
system to allow for multiple stakeholders to collect and share non-personally
identifiable information.

Everything is still at the beginning stages, with the first committee meetings
expected within the next month. Opportunities for public comment will be posted on
each committee website.

https://forms.gle/paRncopxoCNeUkzWA
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/B6JGS6H
https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/press/release/murkowski-and-colleagues-introduce-bipartisan-bill-to-reauthorize-violence-against-women-act-
https://www.aknwrc.org/
https://www.aknwrc.org/press-release-statement-from-alaska-native-womens-resource-center-aknwrc-on-the-passage-of-bipartisan-violence-against-women-act-reauthorization/
https://gov.alaska.gov/newsroom/2021/12/15/people-first-initiative-launches-addressing-safety-and-prevention/


Welcome: Sebastian Kratz
Sebastian joins VFJ as an Executive Assistant!

Sebastian grew up in Seward and attended college at
the University of Alaska Fairbanks. where his majors
were Communications and English. As a Junior, he
took a gap year and spent most of the time in
Australia.

Upon returning from the sandy beaches he began
working at the Office of Children's Services (OCS)
where he was a Social Services Associate, and that

sent him on a path that lead him to Victims for Justice (VFJ).

As Executive Assistant, he tackles the responsibility of the day-to-day operations of
our office. We're happy to introduce you to Sebastian as we welcome him to the
VFJ.

Lifetime Move "Stolen By Their Father"

"Pieces of Me: Rescuing My Kidnapped Daughters" 
​Becomes a movie

​Lizbeth Merideth, A long time friend of Victims for Justice and
Anchorage resident, has had her award-winning memoir "Pieces of
me; Rescuing My Kidnaped Daughters"
made into a Lifetime Movie.
Starring Sarah Drew (April of Grey's Anatomy) it's the story of
Lizbeth's' journey to rescue her children from their father, who
kidnapped them during a visit and fled to Greece.

You can read the book and/or watch the
movie! The movie originally aired on

March 5th and is currently streaming on
various services.

Although Lizabeth now resides in
Chattanooga, Tennessee she is very
special to us here at VFJ and we wish

her continued success!

It's Time to Pick.Click.Give.
Did you know that Pick Click Give allows Alaskans
to donate a portion of their #PDF to charities they
support in state?

You can select Victims for Justice and donate in

https://www.facebook.com/pickclickgive/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXRzjjZQDMYP3hFKm-Ypm3yLpdfJtb0_nSdgPm17gLtoqxH5uIPb7amNgzY2sJ2Ja98poJ0WDeXY5kg_D2R2kWu2ziVtLUXACVdfCv4cRs9hfFI9NIaHz4y5JVTt4KEfXTQtSDGcV_UDizknxhP7oODdPI0qxg8ZapXOaLx9_Thzw&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pdf?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXRzjjZQDMYP3hFKm-Ypm3yLpdfJtb0_nSdgPm17gLtoqxH5uIPb7amNgzY2sJ2Ja98poJ0WDeXY5kg_D2R2kWu2ziVtLUXACVdfCv4cRs9hfFI9NIaHz4y5JVTt4KEfXTQtSDGcV_UDizknxhP7oODdPI0qxg8ZapXOaLx9_Thzw&__tn__=*NK-R


increments of $25 or more. The dividend
application period runs through March 31, but you
can choose to add or adjust your pledge through
August 31. Thank you for considering us.

File for your PFD at pfd.alaska.gov.

Got a story idea for the newsletter? Email us at info@victimsforjustice.org

Contribute Today!

Victims For Justice

1057 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 101

Anchorage, AK 99503

Contact Us

 ​  ​  ​

http://pfd.alaska.gov
https://victimsforjustice.networkforgood.com/projects/79823-everyday-giving-campaign' tar
https://victimsforjustice.org/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/victimsforjusticeak/
https://twitter.com/VFJAlaska
https://www.instagram.com/victims_for_justice/

